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THE WONDERFUL STORY OF A
WONDERFUL CREATURE WHICH
WAS HATCHED OUT OF A FOSSIL
EGG WHICH HARRY RAMSDELL
IN°- A STONE QUARRY

FOUND

T ARRY RAMSDELL sat on the
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seven small pug

her, gnawing her
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S \ ) heir lives. After
spa
Ain't gy 2 said he. “Say, Harry, do all
tie animals have fun like that ?”
“Most of them,” rep | Harry, looking very wise,
as 1y3 ) small broth sked ques-
ons, for 1 v was twelve and very learned, in
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1 ind filled Harry with a deep desire to learn all
ut the things lre so constantly saw and nl?lr-r\

that be had not vet found. and he

Nature as eagerly as he
lor turtle’'s eggs: for a
longer keep the joke to himself and he told it to
Mr. Ramsdall, Harry’s father, who promptly in-
formed his son, for he didn’t believe in fooling Ii.-
boys, any more than I do myself.
So when the lad no longer had a motive
fields and
agined that he

took to reading
books about

had sesrched
Tommy eould no

er a time

for ram-
meadows, his parents imn-
ould give up getting his clothes all
would give l}l tltn\g; 118 clothies a
toru and muddy
with the other

biing in the

marbles or-tag
become a real
He cared 1-~r nothing so much
wander through the woods or along
watching the birds, bees, butterflies aud fish,
and whewever he had a chance off he went.

Of course, he soon began to read about the rocks
amd.the marvelous things that are found in them
by those who know how h for them, thine
turned to stone millions of years ago—fish, she 1A~.
starfish, crabs, inseets, animals and plants, as manv

number as are alive and growing to-day, but so
vastly different as to astonish

and take

children, but it

passion with Harry.

the water’s

to seéare

who

anybody sees
‘.hv\y
!»Jr-. there were then, and their bodies are now

focund 1n jstones, with teeth :1' their great strong
beaks, ¢ ::A bat’s wings with claws on the ends, tails
like ards, and as big as oxen; great rvm'.i« s, huge
lizards just like railroad trains and as tall &s the
irees :\"Y“(‘L} '-\”]l "I"'T" l]]"’ “l‘l"l"‘ '~\i'}| 14 .[l S AsS
bard as your teeth .ml as shiny; horses with 'nl

toes like a dog's; tortoises as big as carts; shells

bigger than apple- t-l:'l: ; fish-like monsters as long
the City Hall; tree-trunks
le, with'les

as thick as your room
-tops ; insects M laree
marvels—erawl-
over the earth

ves ]il‘. ta
is pails and plates; all manner of

leaping, swimming and flying
ana water.

Ie soon learned where te go fo find these things.

1 3
ihe v‘n:

quarry \\A“r;x 'i\i» ‘ur ;-|"'|\‘ w\\:u]
he m broke out big stones and split them
and chiseled them all day long, and in them
wy came upon the wonderful shells, bones- and
leaves of the ancient time. So Harry haunted the
quarry whenever he could, and soon he had his ro

wonders; stupendous things that in-
fected every boy in Watertown with the
until on Saturdays there was scarce
quarry for the busy workmen.

, rounded, rolled up shells of limestone orna
mentied every boy’s mantelpicce, and
schoolmaster was

work studying geology in «

1 of rocky

sanie fever,

room in the

even the

s bitten by the craze and went 10

r to keep up with the
Harry also read
whe lived on the

WY Or even .';Y‘;I‘}‘ tales tell v«

scholars.
!‘.ilV'!]'

n found learning of his
about the remains of the
arth leng before hist

about

anything mankind.
He picked up stone implements in the fields when

they were plowing, arrow-head

Is, axes and ¢ lll}r\ made

o 2 ] 3 £29
f stone. for 11 the time of the stone age, a hurdred
housand years ago, iron had not been Jdiscovered,
and even needles and pins had to be made of bone

or deer horn, and a knife was chipped out of a

flinty stone
When you think of
th a dull stone axe

hatehet you

trying l'!lv']b down a troe
you will find that the
are using 1s a keen-edged tool by com-
if it has never been ground sinee i1
; and to think of sharpening a slate pen-
cil with a stone brings the

soon

knife shivers tu me, ot

Lots of such things Harry discovered, and when
e others found ont how many such treasures were
buried in the fields they, too, began to seck. for
thousands and thousands of such things
everywhere,

1 suppoge you have
arrow head or two as
Uhat Jittle ehipped
made 1\4\ man that
course, it be another
aNe,

Onee they Jound a stone-walled grave, and within
it some crumbling bones and a necklace of pierced

wells from the far-distant seashore, as well as an
axe and sowe arrow héads.

On pnother occasion they came upon 3 cave where
‘!:4‘_' dug up a lot of stone things and half of a clay
bow! upon \vlm ‘h they could see seratched faint lincs
mnd patterns, but this soon erumbled into dust. be-
canse it had never been baked in tke hot fire like
our potiery of to-day.

Harry found thirty-:

thare are
anmmoest
vourself picked up a tiny
vou walked field.
stone i3 anvthing
vou will unless, of
arrow head or another stone

across a
than
ever see,

older

day

x arrow heads in onc

while following the man who was plowing a field.

Now, as most of these fossii animals and other
ihings had tremendously long, hard names, snd as
most of the little boys found it impossible to re-

CREATURE

SOON PROVED HIM

i]lili a q]uA\' or so, per-
always came to

He never failed to
: remembered what

them more
Herry

member one of
haps, it was to
learn what to call their ]u'i/u
find the 11--11[ name, and he always
Le had rea

that they

some of these names:
Uintatherium megatherium, plesiosaurus, ichthyo-
<aurus, mesohippus, pterosaur, hyperodapeden, par
«doxidid and

They were really awful,

cephalaspis were some of them, so you
can see what a mind Henry Ramsdell possassed!
Think of having to read and remember about
“pithecanthropus alalus” or “the monophyletic

, origin of mammalia from the monotremata of ceno-

zoice times !
Why, enough to turn even my own head sorme-
times, and I" with it since T was a
boy! Ie knew how from fishes reptiles came and
then changed slowly during millions of years into
warm-blooded animals, and he knew just what rocks
to examine in order to discover the cach
period, and it was quite wonderful how exact he
became, so that in time he ‘was called the *(
gist” by all the neighbors.
One day little Gare lnnl asked him a re
“Say v, what's the reason when w
1 e quarry—birds, pla

find any eggs? Isn't

e been struggling

f.v'.\'\".lx nf

1
ylo-

puzz ler!
.vllcl ..”.
v r:,~m-s
that a

boys might ha-e done,
was always asking abeut «
, Harry began to wonder

Lm! these things. Tt

it thinking, as some
that his I‘mr}.w
other baby things
iact, we never

why, in
seemed to him

that when even feathers are discoverc! in tl
stones, once im a while, at least, an ege of some
reptile or bird might turn up.

Of course, 'w very well that as eggs are se
exceedin { id delicate they would easily be

might have surk into
been preserved just as feathers

smashed, but oce .1—|-m. lly one
the soft mwl and
jlil\" l"': 1.

Ie asked the workmen in the quatry, and whils
hey said that certain round stones had been found

«casionally they supposed them to be merely water-
bbles and so they had taken no
particular notice of them.

They showed him a place

not. fossils,

worn j

where the stone was

\ soft and erumbly; which was not useful for
building purposes, and said that there thev had
sometimes found these round things. So Harry,

ith pick and shovel, began to dig and with a crow-
ir to pry off ledges of the soft, gray stone day after
finding all manner of things, but nothing like
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But one afternoon when a

mighty blast had
n immense mass of rock in another part
quarry a great rounded stone was discovered,
stone oval in shape, a perfect egg, in fact, but so
large as to make it seem impossible that it (Un]l
be an egz. It was as big around as a large pumpkin

Whitish in color and very heavy, but not nearly as
1
{

broken off a

ol the

Ieavy as a ¢

o ‘Harry

olid stone would be, it certainly seemed
rolled it home.

It was an egg certain, but whether the ege of a
eigantic bird, far bigger than anv bird so far dis-
wred, or that of a reptile a hundred feet long, no-
boady eould say

Mr. Biddell.

as he

his father’s partner, who seemed to
hate Harry and always sneered at his studies .n.d
his digging amoug the rocks, said it was only
boulder worn round by the water, but Mr. bl[Ull‘(’,,
the druggist, was sure that it was an egg.

Now. while I think of it, I will tell you something
about Mr. Biddell. He was a bad man who was
trying to ruin Harry's father by getting into debt
so that he would have to sell .he quarry, when Bid-
dell intended to buy it and have it all to himself.
It is not necessary to explain all the details of his
wicked schemes, but simply to say that he had
Harry's father in his power, and before 2 couple of
vesrs had passed Mr. Ramsdell, one of the niecest
men in the world, would have been obliged to go to
the poorhouse with all of his lovely family, Hazrry
included.

But, as you will see, the plot failed and Mr. Bid-
dell was the loser, although he didn’t go to the poor-
heuse; oh, no!

After everybody had seen the great cgg and grown
iired of discussing it Harry was still thinking about
it. and finally he decided that it must still have
something soft within if it was not entirely fluid
mside, for he was sure he detected a sound when it
was rullvd.

Omne day 2 sudden resolve formed. He determined
10 see what the hot symmer sun would do to it, and
forthwith he rolled it to a place where it might lic
undisturped, which was a hole in the hillside where
the workmen had dug out a deep broad pit seeking
for rock and then had deserted the spot.

Here he left the great egg for weeks and weeks
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when he went to look at it ie was as-
tonished see that it was splitting open and
suakelike head was sticking out!

He was frightened, but when he saw that the tking
eme r:zix'g from the egg seemed about half-dead, its
head hanging languidly dewn, he sprang into the pit
and went close to it.

Then he saw that it didn’t look so snaky,
like a turtle’s head and that its eyes were not
The creature secemed oo weak to split the hard stony
shell of the ceg, but Harry in great exciteme:
seized the edge where it split and pulled with all his
might.

Slowly it gave way and soon the wonderful creu-
ture seemed to take a big breath and began to strug-
gle to get out.

H‘ur\ helped him to rid himself of his shell, aud
when he emerged he opened his eyes and looked at
the boy quite mildly so that he was not the least
afraid. Then the llmu:ln struck, Harry that a
drink of water would be the best thing for an animal
that had been drying up in the rocks for so m
ages, and he ran to the brook and filled his ha®.

The ereature eagerly drank it all and wan
more.  Nix did Harry carry it a hatful of
water, and then it began to move about the pic
slowly something after the manner of a turtle, al-
though it didn’t resemble that animal in the least.

Just then little Polly Jenkinson, who was picki
blackberries on the hill, strolled along, 1
down into the pit and uttered a yell that was heard
.‘u:.,\' over ai the gnarry. Harry then realize
a fearful looking thing had come from his ege.

until ene tl:l)

y
but more
%) |
visible.

times

It was about two vards long and as tall as a
dog, with a tail something like that of a kangaroo.
On its head were three small horns, and a broad flap
like the sailor collar of a boy’s shirt covered i
neck like a thick leather apron. (st like a snap-
Ivmv- turtle it had, and its skin was thic l\ and ms 1r'::' o
alligator’s. Its eyes were small and gleam-
ing, but very mild and soft®

Just then Pinky appeared, having heard Polly
vell, and he began to run around in circles, barking
like all possessed! The Thking was not at =2l
alarmed, but simply hel i its head down and its
forward like @ cow at bay, and Pinky w 3
g0 nearer.

like an

passing and Harry decided to leave
o ize there until morning, for he didn't
think it ¢ ould climb out of the pit; but on reflection
he threw down an armful of grass and leav«
was delighted to see the Thing begin to eat ¢

Next mm‘niug he carried a dozen cabbag 0
spot and found the animal apparently in n:
squealing like a pig, but when he saw Harry he be-
came quiet and devoured the c:lbbugus with every
sign of pleasure.

Pinky was still excited, but the animal was not
alarmed at ali. He ate cabbages from ITarrvs
hand as tamely as a rabbit might, and when they

were finished rubbed against him as if waiting for
nore, Marry saw that he was now quite strong,

.md he tied a rope about his neck in order to lead
Lim home.

You can imagine the excitement created in Water-
town when the boy came marching along with this
startling creature in tow! Icuplv ran out to look
and skipped indoors in a jiffy! Men who came sud
denly from around corners took one look and flow
down the street to sign the pledge never to drinlk
again!  Cats climbed trees, dogs shot through the
fences, women screamed and horses neighed as they
passed along! The one policeman turned pale and
leaned against the hotel porch!

Harry got his prize home and into the back vard
and went indoors to tell his mother all about it.
She took one peep and fainted, and then Mr. Rams-
dell came in. He wouldn’t believe Harry’s story,
but when he saw the ereature moving about ihe > yard
his eves popped out and his jaw fell.

Then he helped Harry look up the thing in the
books, and finally they discovered that the head of
just such a creature had been found turned to stone
in Wyoming and it was called a Triceratops!

So this was a Triceratops! Harry did not know
what a Triceratops fed upon, but the fact that he ate
cabbages seemed to show that he was a vegetarian,
and so it was decided to feed him upon such things.

He grew o1 " grew and grew! So guickly did he
increase that in a month he was as tall as the second
story and when his head was at the back door his
tail touched the rear fence thirty-five feet away!

He loved Harry. He simplv wriggled with clee
when the boy appeared, but that he very likely
copied from Pinky's actions. Toward the bey's
parents he preserved a cold manner, rarely scomiug
to wish them to pat him. but as they often fed him
he ghowed no dislike; but my, how he did hate Mr.
Biddell!

Dbac

Tricerats

man

ps seemed to know that he was a

That
1 and scented his

wickeduness at once. He

iried to seize him the very first time he stepped
mto the yard, before Tri was nalf-grown, and the

1an only escaped those sharp teeth by jumping the
Tri moved slowly and clumsily, but when
ke wished he could leap like a lion, and, standing
with his héavy tail holding him up, he equld reach
and eat all the from very tall trees,

leaves so thas

every bit of foliage was soon missing frem the
yard

But bhe was for he never
seemed to ]I'd!': the fence over
quite easily and roam over ot vards at will, and

ne was

constantly trying to
through the

open he

rowd his great body
kiteben door!
'
would stand
ueal to 1 1 $
squeal to be a ].AY\\(/I o o

to force the gatenosts
d. to think
to do him much g

All the

] -
ore ‘l]\ 1005

neighbors f

i > 3 - ] + B
some day and devour all the citizens of
Watertown, and many of them had arf#enged just

how to act when that ]A.:','_lﬂ
few of them would }
mous reptile ever r
iken 10 rampaging
One ds A

aid thag
* had this enor-
ed how powerful he was and

ned; but I am afr

> done a thir

X
Harry's father came
been contracted by \l %
axed to put it on Mr.
Mr. Ramsdell refused colle r sqid

many ',’:3.]
disappointed. 3 ma
heard him and lool
what was :l.ih}'l‘l‘:“

e «‘w“w'?wl -

} bl s L 11 1 1 3
along grumbling in loud tones and Iboked up

hat awful three-horne d 'm ad, six feet long, lo i
down at him with a smil

IHe \!u]n;u-l ;.!H‘ but when Tri, P
vet more pleasantly, 1 down to him he !
a back somersault ran down the .
mile. He refused to 3 Tk
Watertown, and so ret

another than to

000 :'wm;l

tod against Mr. Ram

:u,h quarry to get

> niu’!‘fﬂ‘ ¢

me in

speechless, for
talking partner at

When be w:
7-1"«‘» Mr. Bidde

sulting and je
12 not a bu
™

Lhey were

where

e 1man
head to the level

‘,"‘.(1

here he stood up on his hia

e tha
a terrier does a ., SW g him from sida
so rapidly th: H one could searecely know t

more

one gulp!

It.was all done before anybody eould say “Jacls
“H"Eu\\\ll: ut wh [r. Biddell disg !|;.. red for-
ever down Tri's throat eve dy uttered : 1 1‘ at
seemed to astonish the reptile, usually so !:,L!rl and
centle, and he retreated to the end of the vard as if

expecting Ilnrr\' to come out pur u\h n:u
But the bov ins 11“T1\‘
niss Mr. J dde
the best way out u‘.
soon came to the same c«
dell hapoened to have in his
s which showed Mr. R:
course Tri swallowed them wi
“] don’t see as how we can
ut the animal open!” said
wenker after that job.”
So he went away and that was the last of it.

at thein lesser wa

> sheriff, “and I don't

(
1

But, alas! the dose had been too much for poor
Tri, who, being a striet veget ‘1“1.1, was poisoned bv
Mr. Biddell, and little lml‘ day by day, he faded
away and in two weeks was dead. To the
gazed fenderly and lovingly at Harry and seemed
to want him by his side, and when he died they hed
him stuffed and mounted so that for all timne wa
might, all of us, know what a Triceratops looked
like. ;

I do not think another egg is v to be found,
and if 1t is the chanees are against it being hatehed
successfully, for it is unlikely that, being so awfully
cld, it will be fresh enough.

Such things, I think. are in the mdin merely acci«

dents, and sueh accidents rarely happen twica,
Harry still' mourns the untimely death of his pet,
for he thinks he ought to have lived a long time, bug
when one considers how many ages he lay there in
the rock it’s a 'wonder he lived at all.
Pinky, perhaps, is the only one who iz really and
truly glad the Triceratops died, for they were dread-
fully jealous of each other, and when Tri en
deavored to elimb up on Harry's lap Pinky 2lwave
iried to bite his tail. »

If at any time you happen to be in Watertown ca
to Harry's house and mention my name, when Lo

will gladly show you the greaf creature in the gr .md

hall whieh he has built for him. Although he gener
olly charges fifty cents admission to mlmr peovle, uq
lets my little friends sec him for nothing.

WALT McDOUGALL.
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HOW THE STRANGE BEAST OF Y%
ANCIENT TIMES CAME TO LIFE
AFTER CENTURIES, BECAME A
HOUSEHOLD PET AND SAVED HIS
FATHER FROM RUIN

i

o

TR T e

-

T




